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Section 1: Moms Guide to Buying a Computer – 

What Do You Really Need? 
 

The old family computer never did recover from that virus attack, and it’s 

finally given up the ghost. You took it to the electronics store where you 

bought it, and they tell you it’s not fixable – the co-processor is fried.  

Persuasively, they try to interest you in a new system, and show you some 

deals – but they’re all either over your budget or you just aren’t sure if you 

need all that stuff! 

You tell them you’ll think about it – and rush to the net, to look up what you 

need. (You were thinking of switching to a Mac, anyway…) 

Pretty soon, you’re lost in a sea of specs.  You really don’t care if the new 

computer has all the techno-loaded bells and whistles – you just want one 

that won’t be so slow, and will handle the kids’ computer games, all those 

endless videos they like to watch – and your  business software.  

You try to find some no nonsense tips on buying the best computer for your 

needs. 

And that’s why you’re here. 

Your Own Personal Computer Specs 

 

The first thing you need to do, before you look up any more online specs, is 

use the little Computer Brainstorming Sheet, below… 
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Computer Brainstorming Sheet 

What will it be used for?  

What’s your budget?  

How will you pay for it?  

Who will use it? Shared, or single user?  

Where will you put it?  

What peripherals, accessories or furniture 

will you need? 

 

Laptop or PC?  Mac or PC?  

 

That’s just to get you started, so don’t be afraid of changing your mind.  

After we’ve done some research and you’ve had a chance to absorb new 

facts, there will be some worksheets later in this Special Report too. 

So let’s have a look at the answers to some of these questions… and some 

tips on how to decide what’s right for you. 

 

What Will It Be Used For? 

 

Do you need it just for emails and word processing?  Are you a graphic 

designer?  Do you like making videos, or do you have to access a lot of them 

for research or work at home? 

TIP:  Use PENCIL – so you can erase, if you change your mind about any section, after 

finding out new facts… 
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Will your children need to share the computer? Your husband?  What are 

their interests and needs? 

Let’s write them all down… 

My Computer Is Needed For… 
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